
God Calls Samuel 
UPPER ELEMENTARY LESSON_  

 

Theme: Answering God’s Call 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

Memory Verse: “Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’"  1 

Samuel 3:4 
 Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson. 

 

The Children’s Sermon: 

You’ll Need: 

● Blank name tags - two per child 

● Markers 

● Pens - one per child 

Do This: 

 SAY:  At the beginning of the school year, most teachers make a name tag for 

each student in the class. The teacher does that to help the students in the class 

learn one another's names. (Give each child a blank name tag and markers. Instruct 

kids to write their name on the nametag and decorate it. Have kids put them on and 

show them off.) 

 



I’ve heard it said that the sweetest sound to anyone is the sound of their own 

name. Doesn't it make you feel good when someone remembers your name? (Invite 

kids to share about a time it made them feel good to hear someone say their names.) 

 

Even God knows your name. Names are important to Him. In fact, I can think of 

several times in the Bible when God called someone by name. In Exodus, God called 

to Moses from within the burning bush. In Luke, Jesus called Zacchaeus' name, 

telling him to come down from the tree. God called Paul by his given name, Saul, 

before Saul became a believer, and then gave him a new name. 

One of my favorite times in the Bible is when God called Samuel by name.  (Give 

each child another name tag and a pen this time, and have kids write “Samuel” on it, 

leaving space for a few small drawings.)  

Samuel's mother, Hannah, wanted a son more than anything, so she prayed and 

asked God to give her one. (On the nametags, have kids draw a stick figure on her 

knees to represent Hannah praying.) Hannah promised God that if He would give her 

a son, she would give Him back to the LORD to serve him all the days of his life. God 

gave Hannah the son she asked for and she kept her promise to God. When the boy 

was old enough, she took him to the temple and presented him to Eli, the priest. So 

Samuel served in the temple under Eli. (Have kids draw a small temple to show the 

son would be serving God.)  

One night Samuel was sleeping when he heard someone call his name. He got up 

and ran to Eli. "Here I am; you called me," he said to Eli. 

"I didn't call you," Eli answered, "go back to bed." So Samuel went back to bed. 

(Have kids draw a bed.) 



Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" Samuel jumped out of bed and went to Eli. "Here I 

am; you called me." 

"I didn't call you, go back to bed," Eli answered a second time. 

A third time God called Samuel and Samuel got up and went to Eli. "Here I am; you 

called me," he said. 

Finally, Eli realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. He told Samuel, "Go and 

lie down, and if He calls you again, say, 'Speak Lord, for your servant is listening." 

Samuel went back to bed and sure enough, again he heard the voice of God calling, 

"Samuel! Samuel!" This time Samuel answered as Eli had told him, "Speak, for your 

servant is listening."  

Some people think that God only calls grown-ups. But Samuel was just a young boy 

when God called him. God knows your name just as He knew the name of Samuel 

and God still calls boys and girls today saying, "Come, follow me." So, listen for 

God's call and answer just as Samuel did, "Here I am!" (Invite kids to stick their 

Samuel name tags upside-down to a leg so when they look down, they can remember 

that God called Samuel and God calls them, too.) 

 PRAY:  Dear God, today we are listening for Your call. Perhaps You have something 

special for us to do. When You call, we will answer, "Here I am." In Jesus’ name, 

amen. 

 

 

 



Bible Memory Verse   

“Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, "Here I am."  1 

Samuel 3:4 (NIV) 

 

You’ll Need: 
● Bandanas - one per small group  

● Stars in different colors - eleven in each color, per small group 

 

Get Ready: Before class, write a word on each star from today’s Bible memory 

verse, and put the verse reference on one star. Make a set in a different color for each 

small group. Hide the stars around the room.  

 

Do This: 
● Read aloud 1 Samuel 3:4. 

● Divide the class into small groups.  

● Blindfold one player in each small group.  

● The blindfolded player’s job is to listen closely, as his or her teammates yell out 

instructions of where to find stars and how to put them in order.  

● Once small groups have the verse assembled, have them practice saying it 

together until they can say it without the prompting of the stars. 

 

SAY:  Our blindfolded teammates did a great job listening closely to their team. 
Today we are going to learn more about how God called out to Samuel and he had 
to listen closely to what God had for him.  
 



Virtual Lesson Tip 

Do this with the entire family.  

 

 

Bible Interactive Experience  

You’ll Need: 
● Bibles - one per child 

● Paper - one per small group 

● Pens or pencils - one per small group 

 

Do This: 
Divide the class into small groups, and follow these steps for the experience: 

● Give each child a Bible, and give each group one sheet of paper and a pen or 

pencil. Have them choose one person to be the recorder. 

● Explain that in their small groups they are going to read 1 Samuel 3:1-10. As they 

read, the recorder should list the names of every person (and God) mentioned in 

the passage. 

● After they read, groups should work together to discuss and write down the 

things they learn about each person in their list, based on the verses.  

● After each group is finished, invite them to share what they learned. Start first 

with Samuel and allow a group to read off what they learned. If another group 

wrote down the same information about Samuel, they are to mark it off their 



sheets. Continue with each group sharing about Samuel until everything noted 

has been shared.  

● Then do the same with Eli and God.  

 

ASK:   
● What was the coolest thing you learned today? 
● What would you do if you heard God call your name? 

 

 

SAY:  You all did a great job collecting clues about the people in the Bible today. We 
have to remember that Eli and Samuel weren’t super heroes. They were real people 
and God wanted to speak to them. God wants to speak to you, too. We can learn all 
about God through the Bible.  
 
 

 

“Samuel Rewind” Video Lesson 

You’ll Need: 
● “Samuel’s Rewind” video lesson 

● Something to play the video 

Do This: 

Show them the video. 

 ASK:    

● What is something you learned from the life of Samuel? 

● How can you prepare yourself to be used by God? 

https://sermons4kids.com/samuel-s-rewind


 

 

 

Samuel’s Bedroom Snack 

You’ll Need:   
● Pretzel sticks 

● Cheese crackers 

● Fruit by the Foot 

● Round candies 

● Napkins - one per child 

Do This:  
● Give each child a napkin, and have them imagine this is Samuel’s bedroom.  

● Invite kids to use the snacks to design Samuel’s bedroom layout. 

● Invite them to be as creative as they can. 

● Allow them to show off their creations.  

● Enjoy. 

 
ASK:   
● What do you think about as you lie in your bedroom at night? 
● How do you think you would react if you heard God calling your name? 

 
SAY:  Samuel was lying in his bed and heard the voice of God call out to him. That is 
pretty crazy, right? Samuel wasn’t sure who was calling him at first and he was 
right to go to a trusted adult. After hearing his name called three times, he learned 
it was God calling out to him. That’s a night Samuel will never forget.  

 



Listening Circle 

Do This: 
● Invite kids to sit in a circle. 

● The teacher can start a phrase or short sentence and whisper that into the first 

child's ear.  

● Then that child will whisper what they heard into the next child's ear, and go 

around the circle until the last child whispers the sentence in the teacher's ear 

and see if it matches what the teacher started out whispering!  

● Play again, if time allows.  

 

ASK:   

● What made it hard to listen carefully? 

● What made it easy to listen carefully? 

 

SAY:  Just think about how Samuel was in bed when he heard his name called. 

After the third time, Eli told him to say, “Speak now, for your servant is listening.” 

 

ASK:   

● What does it mean to you to listen to God? 

 

Help kids understand that God wants to speak to us and we need to be sure to listen 

closely to Him. While He might not call our name aloud, He does speak to us through 

the Bible and other believers.  

 

Virtual Lesson Tip 



Do this with the entire family.  

 

Fleece Pillowcases 

You’ll Need:   
● God Calls Samuel How-to video 

● Fleece material 

● Pillow stuffing 

● Paper 

● Pens or pencils - one per child 

● Scissors - one per child 

● Rulers - one per child 

 

Get Ready: Cut sets of fleece in 36-inch squares.  

Do This: 

To make the fleece pillowcases, have kids follow these steps: 

● Give each child two pieces of fleece, a ruler, a pen, scissors, and a slip of paper. 
● Cut 6-inch squares out of each corner of both pieces of fleece.  
● Make fringe around all sides of both pieces by cutting 6 inches into fleece at 

1-inch intervals. These do not have to be exact. 
● Instruct kids to knot fringe pieces together using one strand from the top and 

one from the bottom to tie each knot. 
● Tie together along three sides. 
● Next have kids stuff the pillow with stuffing. 
● Invite them to take a minute and write the memory verse on a slip of paper to 

include inside the pillow. 
● Once they are finished, invite them to tie up the fourth side of the pillow.  

https://sermons4kids.com/god-calls-samuel-how-to-video


 

SAY:  Samuel was lying in bed when he heard the voice of God calling out to him. 

We, too, can listen to God through reading the Bible, going to church, praying, and 

more. Use this pillow as a reminder when you go to bed that God speaks to us and 

we are to listen.  

 

Pillowcase Prayers 

You’ll Need:   
● A pillow case  

● Index cards - one per child 

● Pens or pencils - one per child 

Do This: 

● Give each child an index card and a pen or pencil. 

● Invite them to write a prayer request they have on their index cards. When they 

are finished, hold up the pillow case, and have all the kids put their index cards 

in it. 

● After all the prayer requests are in the pillowcase, shake them up. Then explain 

that one important thing friends can do is pray for each other. 

● Guide each child to take out an index card.  

● Instruct kids to spread out around the room and silently pray for the prayer 

request on their cards. When they’re done, they can return the index cards to 

the pillowcase.  

● Explain to kids that you’ll keep the pillowcase of prayers so you can pray for 

each one of them.  



 

 

PRAY:  Dear God, thank You for hearing our prayers. Thank You for friends who 

pray for us. We are so glad that not only do You listen to our prayers, but You speak 

to us, too. God give us ears to hear You! In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

Virtual Lesson Tip 

Do this with the entire family.  

 

 

Time to Praise God  

You’ll Need:  
● Song: “Somewhere Listening" 

Words and Music (pdf) 

MP3 Accompaniment Track 

● Song: "Footsteps of Jesus" 

Words and Music (pdf) 

MP3 Accompaniment Track 

Do This: 

SAY: What a joy it is to answer God’s call. As we worship Him through song today, 

let’s be reminded that it’s His plan we are to follow.  

Lead children in singing “Somewhere Listening” and “Footsteps of Jesus.” 

https://sermons4kids.com/storage/854/somewhere_listening_songsheet.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/853/somewhere_listening.mp3
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/110/Footsteps_of_Jesus_songsheet.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/109/footsteps-of-jesus.mp3


 

If You Have Extra Time… 

Use these activity sheets to fill in any time and keep kids learning. 
● Call of Samuel Crossword 
● Call of Samuel Decoder 
● Call of Samuel Word Search 

 
 
 
Complete Supply List:  

● Blank name tags - two per child 

● Markers 

● Pens and pencils - one per child 

● Bandanas - one per small group  

● Stars in different colors - eleven in each color, per small group 

● Bibles - one per child 

● Paper 

● “Samuel’s Rewind” video lesson 

● Something to play the video 

● Pretzel sticks 

● Cheese crackers 

● Fruit by the Foot 

● Round candies 

● Napkins - one per child 

● Fleece material 

● Pillow stuffing 

● Scissors - one per child 

● Rulers - one per child 

● A pillow case  

https://sermons4kids.com/call_of_samuel_crossword.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/call_of_samuel_decoder.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/call_of_samuel_wordsearch.htm
https://www.amazon.com/Avery-Personalized-Print-Border-Adhesive/dp/B00BWX4TJ2/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=name+tags&qid=1609944193&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-Ultraclean-Broad-Washable-Markers/dp/B00IYDM814/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=crayola+markers&qid=1609944231&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/BandanasMulti-Purpose-Bandanas-Paisley-Polyester-Headbands/dp/B089VZF9WL/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=bandanas&qid=1609944259&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Unfinished-Cutouts-Ornaments-Project-Decoration/dp/B07TLCX4VT/ref=sr_1_6?crid=3OSVQB4JSZ2Q3&dchild=1&keywords=stars+craft&qid=1609944392&sprefix=stars+craft%2Caps%2C205&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Multipurpose-Copy-Printer-Paper/dp/B01FV0F8H8/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=paper&qid=1609944444&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyUERIV1FRN1NNVUpaJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMjE2NDQ4MlpYV00zRDJKUjdRSiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTQwMzU5M01DWklES0FQOU5KUSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Rold-Gold-Pretzel-Sticks-16-Oz/10900064
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Cheez-It-Baked-Snack-Cheese-Crackers-Original-Family-Size-21-Oz/10996960
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Fruit-by-the-Foot-Fruit-Snacks-Berry-and-Strawberry-13-5-oz/673023240
https://www.amazon.com/Perfect-Stix-Lunch-Napkin-500/dp/B086ZFLB7K/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=napkins&qid=1609944558&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Newcastle-Fabrics-Polar-Fleece-Solid/dp/B01CUK7F3C/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=fleece+material&qid=1609944645&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Mr-Polyester-Stuffing-Filling-Stuffed/dp/B08BVVXS28/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3RWJYE6LYTHNV&dchild=1&keywords=craft+pillow+stuffing&qid=1609944673&sprefix=craft+pillow+stu%2Caps%2C192&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&smid=A1DHK9MBP3H19C&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFQRFI4VUczM01NQksmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAwMTM5NjMyUjM4MFkzSFgyV1RSJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAzNDc3NTgyV0JQT09RS0pXVVBSJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Aluminium-Architectural-Professional-Measuring-inch%EF%BC%8CStudents/dp/B07WCS5567/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=ruler&qid=1609944721&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyWjVSTlRJT0FHVlNFJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNzAwMzIwQ1NPSktHNDhWNVZRJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA1MTYwMzgzQk42TFU3V1pSUjQ0JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/DreamHome-Microfiber-Pillowcases-Standard-White/dp/B0722G9WMV/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=pillowcase&qid=1609944696&sr=8-7


● Index cards - one per child 

 

Back to the top 

 

 

God Calls Samuel 
AT HOME LESSON_  

 

Theme: Answering God’s Call 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
 Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson. 

 

 

The Children’s Sermon: 

You’ll Need: 

● Blank name tags - two per child 

● Markers 

● Pens - one per child 

Do This: 

 SAY:  At the beginning of the school year, most teachers make a name tag for 

each student in the class. The teacher does that to help the students in the class 

learn one another's names. (Give each child a blank name tag and markers. Instruct 

https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Heavy-Weight-Ruled-100-Count/dp/B06XSRLP51/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=index+cards&qid=1609944736&sr=8-5


kids to write their name on the nametag and decorate it. Have kids put them on and 

show them off.) 

 

I’ve heard it said that the sweetest sound to anyone is the sound of their own 

name. Doesn't it make you feel good when someone remembers your name? (Invite 

kids to share about a time it made them feel good to hear someone say their names.) 

 

Even God knows your name. Names are important to Him. In fact, I can think of 

several times in the Bible when God called someone by name. In Exodus, God called 

to Moses from within the burning bush. In Luke, Jesus called Zacchaeus' name, 

telling him to come down from the tree. God called Paul by his given name, Saul, 

before Saul became a believer, and then gave him a new name. 

One of my favorite times in the Bible is when God called Samuel by name.  (Give 

each child another name tag and a pen this time, and have kids write “Samuel” on it, 

leaving space for a few small drawings.)  

Samuel's mother, Hannah, wanted a son more than anything, so she prayed and 

asked God to give her one. (On the nametags, have kids draw a stick figure on her 

knees to represent Hannah praying.) Hannah promised God that if He would give her 

a son, she would give Him back to the LORD to serve him all the days of his life. God 

gave Hannah the son she asked for and she kept her promise to God. When the boy 

was old enough, she took him to the temple and presented him to Eli, the priest. So 

Samuel served in the temple under Eli. (Have kids draw a small temple to show the 

son would be serving God.)  

One night Samuel was sleeping when he heard someone call his name. He got up 

and ran to Eli. "Here I am; you called me," he said to Eli. 



"I didn't call you," Eli answered, "go back to bed." So Samuel went back to bed. 

(Have kids draw a bed.) 

Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" Samuel jumped out of bed and went to Eli. "Here I 

am; you called me." 

"I didn't call you, go back to bed," Eli answered a second time. 

A third time God called Samuel and Samuel got up and went to Eli. "Here I am; you 

called me," he said. 

Finally, Eli realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. He told Samuel, "Go and 

lie down, and if He calls you again, say, 'Speak Lord, for your servant is listening." 

Samuel went back to bed and sure enough, again he heard the voice of God calling, 

"Samuel! Samuel!" This time Samuel answered as Eli had told him, "Speak, for your 

servant is listening."  

Some people think that God only calls grown-ups. But Samuel was just a young boy 

when God called him. God knows your name just as He knew the name of Samuel 

and God still calls boys and girls today saying, "Come, follow me." So, listen for 

God's call and answer just as Samuel did, "Here I am!" (Invite kids to stick their 

Samuel name tags upside-down to a leg so when they look down, they can remember 

that God called Samuel and God calls them, too.) 

 PRAY:  Dear God, today we are listening for Your call. Perhaps You have something 

special for us to do. When You call, we will answer, "Here I am." In Jesus’ name, 

amen. 

 

 



“Samuel Rewind” Video Lesson 

You’ll Need: 
● “Samuel’s Rewind” video lesson 

● Something to play the video 

Do This: 

Show them the video. 

 ASK:    

● What is something you learned from the life of Samuel? 

● How can you prepare yourself to be used by God? 

 

 

Bedtime Snacks 

You’ll Need:   
● Graham crackers - one per child 

● Large marshmallows - one per child 

● Fruit by the Foot 

● Paper plates - one per child 

Do This:  
Give each child a paper plate, a graham cracker rectangle, a large marshmallow, and 

some fruit by the foot. Explain that they are going to make a bed using their supplies.  

 

https://sermons4kids.com/samuel-s-rewind


Have kids follow these steps: 

● The graham cracker will be the base.  

● The marshmallow will be the pillow at the top. 

● The Fruit by the Foot will be the covers. 

● After they create their beds, invite them to show their bed creations to others.  

● Then enjoy. 

 
ASK:   
● What do you think about as you lie in bed at night? 
● How do you think you would react if you heard God calling your name? 

 
SAY:  Samuel was lying in his bed and heard the voice of God call out to him. That is 
pretty crazy, right? Samuel wasn’t sure who was calling him at first and he was 
right to go to a trusted adult. After hearing his name called three times, he learned 
it was God calling out to him. That’s a night Samuel will never forget.  
 
 
 
Complete Supply List:  

● Blank name tags - two per child 

● Markers 

● Pens or pencils - one per child 

● “Samuel’s Rewind” video lesson 

● Something to play the video 

● Graham crackers - one per child 

● Large marshmallows - one per child 

● Fruit by the Foot 

● Paper plates - one per child 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Avery-Personalized-Print-Border-Adhesive/dp/B00BWX4TJ2/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=name+tags&qid=1609944193&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-Ultraclean-Broad-Washable-Markers/dp/B00IYDM814/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=crayola+markers&qid=1609944231&sr=8-8
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Honey-Maid-Honey-Graham-Crackers-14-4-oz/10292699
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Jet-Puffed-Marshmallows-24-oz-Bag/613587324?wpa_bd=&wpa_pg_seller_id=F55CDC31AB754BB68FE0B39041159D63&wpa_ref_id=wpaqs:PcbdagxSbHcG3OMqHxtG3U9O7SnFqGTKn1kpH3NX-KrXE537oSY8OqhekOJkjaePgQSJ6odAn4kKNkJmVifRIOEiyVm8JSrrRfmjUkUqOwsjUZJNWwKYD3iyCNuDr721S3KJ99kuOoWiPmv0bPOmqaj6yHIx6Ye1HuXcNe2elkU3fR8nLa8Vl3XuI6qCJfirzvutgEcxFvKSYet36H1sSQ&wpa_tag=&wpa_aux_info=&wpa_pos=2&wpa_plmt=1145x1145_T-C-IG_TI_1-6_HL-INGRID-GRID-NY&wpa_aduid=29f1194b-2dd8-4314-acb6-05343b136000&wpa_pg=search&wpa_pg_id=large%20marshmallows&wpa_st=large%2Bmarshmallows&wpa_tax=976759_976780_2881195_3975443&wpa_bucket=__bkt__
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Fruit-by-the-Foot-Fruit-Snacks-Berry-and-Strawberry-13-5-oz/673023240
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-White-Uncoated-Paper-Plates/dp/B07VF2KK6R/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=paper+plates&qid=1609945033&sr=8-3-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUE1MlBBSEpXU01VUUMmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA3NzYyMjcyRzJUUzFMMjRLVE5KJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAwMTI0NjAyTUhCWDgzSlBMQlg1JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==


Back to the top 
 




