
Jesus Prays for His
Disciples
PRESCHOOL LESSON

Theme: Jesus prays for His disciples.

Scripture: John 17:6-19

Memory Verse: “Father, protect them by the power of Your name.” John 17:11

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson.

The Children’s Sermon

You’ll Need:
● “Never Lost” handout - one per child

● Crayons - one per child

Do This:

SAY: (Hold up the “Never Lost” maze handout.) Have you ever worked one of these�a

maze? (Give each child a maze and a crayon.) You put your crayon down where it

says, "start." (Pause to show “start.”) Then you draw a line down the open path. You

want to try to find an open path all the way to the finish. There’s no crossing

through any lines; that would be too easy!

Try doing this one for yourselves. (Check that preschoolers understand the rules for

completing a maze. Allow kids to start working. When kids come to dead ends, point

out that mazes can be di�cult when one comes to a dead end, but they just need to

https://sermons4kids.com/never-lost-preschool-maze-handout


back up and start again. After a few minutes, finish a maze to help kids find their way

to the end.)

Finding your way through life can sometimes be like finding your way through a

maze. Each day we have to make choices and we don’t always know which way to

go. Sometimes we do the wrong thing and choose the wrong path, and we have to

back up and start over again.

ASK:

● Tell about a time you did something wrong.

● Tell about a choice preschoolers might make that could lead to trouble.

Jesus knew that life can be hard. That’s why He prayed for His friends, the

disciples, when it was time for Him to leave this world. He prayed to God, "While I

was with them, I protected them and kept them safe. No one was lost, but now I

am coming to You and I ask You to protect them and keep them safe."

Jesus knew when He left the world that God would help His people make the right

choices in life. We can ask God for help anytime, and we can use the Bible to help

us make choices, too. And when we do, God will help us find our way.

PRAY: God, as we make choices in life, we place our trust in You and ask for Your

help. In Jesus' name, amen.

Bible Memory Verse

“Father, protect them by the power of Your name.” John 17:11



You’ll Need:
● A Bible

Do This:
Lead kids in these steps:

● Gather children in a circle.
● Remind kids that the Bible message today tells about how Jesus was leaving

the world and He prayed to God for His friends.
● Read aloud John 7:11.
● Have kids repeat the shortened verse together.
● Then choose one child at a time to receive an a�rmation. That child will stand

in the center of the circle.
● The kids around him or her will make prayer hands and repeat the shortened

verse, inserting the child’s name in place of “them” in the verse.
● Repeat for every child.

SAY: Today we’re learning about the prayer that Jesus prayed for His disciples as
He was leaving the world and returning to His Father. His disciples would still be in
the world and would need help living like He taught them.

Bible Interactive Experience
You’ll Need:

● A Bible

● “Jesus’ Praying Hands” handout - one per child

● Crayons

https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-praying-hands-preschool-handout


Do This:
● Give each child a handout.

● Remind kids that they’re learning about Jesus’ prayer for His friends.

● Explain that they’ll be learning from the Bible together about some of the things

Jesus prayed for His friends, and they’ll draw a picture for each thing inside the

prayer hands.

● Read aloud the following verses, and explain what Jesus was praying. Point out

the word on the handout, and invite kids to draw a picture under the word to

show the idea:

○ John 17:11 - Protect them. (Draw a shield)

○ John 17:13 - Continue their joy. (Draw a smiley face)

○ John 17:17 - Teach them truth. (Draw a Bible)

○ John 17:19  - Make them holy. (Draw a halo)

ASK:

● Which of the things Jesus prayed for is most important to you?

● Why is that thing most important to you?

Virtual Lesson Tip
Have kids hold up their “Jesus’ Praying Hands” handout to share their drawings when

finished.

Jesus Prays

You’ll Need:
● “Jesus Prays” video

● Something to play the video

https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-prays


Do This:

Show them the video.

ASK:
● What did you learn from Jesus’ prayer for His disciples?

● How can you pray like Jesus for others?

Pray for the Snack
You’ll Need:

● “Jesus’ Praying Hands” handout - one per child

● Dry cereal or snacks, such as Chex, pretzels, or Goldfish crackers

Do This:

Follow these steps for the snack:

● Have kids place their handouts in front of themselves.

● Give each child a handful of the snack.

● Have kids use the snack pieces to outline the prayer hands.

● Remind children that Jesus said prayers for His friends because He knew God

would listen and respond.

● Invite children to take turns saying what they would like prayer for. Allow them

to eat a snack piece each time someone shares.

● Continue as time allows.

https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-praying-hands-preschool-handout


SAY: Jesus cares about your prayer needs and He shares these with God, too.

ASK:

● How does it make you feel to know that Jesus cares about you?

● What would you like to tell Jesus you need right now?

SAY: We can talk to Jesus and God anytime we need help in this life. God will hear

and He has the power to protect us, care for us, and give us everything we need.

Pass the Prayer

Do This:

Follow these steps to play the game:

● Gather children in a circle.

● Explain that they’re going to pass a prayer around the circle by whispering to

their neighbor.

● Begin by whispering one of the following examples of Jesus’ prayers to the

child on your left.

● Have that child pass the prayer to his or her left, and so on until it gets back to

you.

○ God, protect them.

○ Continue their joy.

○ Teach them truth.

○ Make them holy.



● If time allows, invite children to share other prayers they hope Jesus has for

them.

SAY: Jesus prayed many things for His friends. He knew God would take care of

them when He left earth. God will take care of us and protect us, too.

Virtual Lesson Tip
You can do this activity with the entire family.

Cover the World in Prayer

You’ll Need:
● Paper plates

● Blue and green crayons

● An image of the world

● Finger paint

● Hand wipes

● Disposable table cloths or butcher paper

Get Ready: Cover the childrens’ workspace with a disposable table cloth or butcher

paper. Choose a few finger paint colors. Squeeze each one onto a separate paper

plate. Ensure you have an additional paper plate for each child.

Do This:



To make the craft, have kids follow these steps:

● Give each child a paper plate.
● Explain that the world is round and when you look at it from far away, it mostly

looks blue and green because of the water and plants.
● Show the image of the world.
● Invite children to use the crayons to color their plates like the world.
● Remind children that before Jesus left the world, He prayed for His friends.
● Have kids stamp their hands in the finger paint and make hand prints on their

worlds to remind them how Jesus prayed for people before He left.

SAY: Jesus knew life can be hard, and He wanted His friends to have the power

and protection of God when He left the world. So He prayed. Keep these world

crafts to remind you that Jesus wants us to have God’s power and protection, too.

Virtual Lesson Tip
Have kids hold up their decorated paper plates to share when finished.

Prayer for Our Friends

Do This:

● Explain that we can pray for our friends to have God’s power and protection like

Jesus did.

● Invite each child to name a friend they want to pray for.

● Lead kids in a brief prayer, naming each child and his or her friend.



PRAY: Dear God, thank You for Jesus. Thank You for His example of prayer for

those He loved dearly. Help us understand just how much Jesus loves us. Help us

love others and pray for them like Jesus does.

Virtual Lesson Tip
You can do this activity with the entire family.

Time to Praise God

You’ll Need:

● Song: “Lead Me, Lord"

Words and Music (pdf)

MP3 Accompaniment Track

SAY: Today we learned that Jesus prayed for His disciples. He wanted God to help

them and lead them in their lives. Let’s sing about that now.

Lead children in singing “Lead Me, Lord.”

Complete Supply List:
● “Never Lost” handout - one per child

● Crayons - one per child

https://sermons4kids.com/storage/469/lead_me_lord_songsheet.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/465/lead_me_lord.mp3


● A Bible

● “Jesus’ Praying Hands” handout - one per child

● “Jesus Prays” video

● Something to play the video

● Dry cereal or snacks, such as Chex, pretzels, or Goldfish crackers

● Paper plates

● Blue and green crayons

● An image of the world

● Finger paint

● Hand wipes

● Disposable table cloths or butcher paper

Back to the top

Jesus Prays for His Disciples
AT HOME LESSON_

Theme: Jesus prays for His disciples.

Scripture: John 17:6-19

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson.

https://www.amazon.com/Perfectware-Paper-Plate-6-300-White/dp/B07F22HHVH/ref=sr_1_12?dchild=1&keywords=paper+plates&qid=1619654623&sr=8-12
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-760488360385-64-Crayons-Pack/dp/B013RDWWJI/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=crayola+crayons&qid=1619699889&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Toddlers-Non-Toxic-Washable-Painting-Supplies/dp/B08K3Z77P7/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=finger+paint&qid=1619699913&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Wet-Ones-Antibacterial-Singles-24Count/dp/B07YP7ZDBJ/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=hand+wipes&qid=1619699945&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Paper-Wrapping-Shipping-Covering-Recycled/dp/B0788YRV9V/ref=sxin_11?asc_contentid=amzn1.osa.0b46894e-b8fc-4aa8-aabc-8f70607842ac.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&asc_contenttype=article&ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.0b46894e-b8fc-4aa8-aabc-8f70607842ac.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B0788YRV9V&cv_ct_cx=butcher+paper&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.0b46894e-b8fc-4aa8-aabc-8f70607842ac.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_we=asin&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-earns-comm&dchild=1&keywords=butcher+paper&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B0788YRV9V&pd_rd_r=b25d116e-0ab0-4e10-a8af-8dd08c9120df&pd_rd_w=yXidW&pd_rd_wg=DgpiJ&pf_rd_p=c5aa77b7-f0ac-4b95-b207-5ef230c60c9b&pf_rd_r=TE1H9DS19K0H9NBWAERC&qid=1619699975&sr=1-1-64f3a41a-73ca-403a-923c-8152c45485fe&tag=mlbonsitepub-20


The Children’s Sermon

You’ll Need:
● “Never Lost” handout - one per child

● Pencils - one per child

Do This:

SAY: (Hold up the “Never Lost” maze handout.) Have you ever worked one of these�a

maze? You begin where it says, "start" and try to find an open path in the maze

that will lead you all the way to the finish. There’s no crossing through any lines;

that would be too easy!

Try doing this one for yourselves. (Give each child a maze and a pencil. Allow kids to

start working. When kids come to dead ends, point out that mazes can be di�cult

when one comes to a dead end, but they just need to back up and start again. After a

few minutes, finish a maze to help kids find their way to the end.)

Finding your way through life can sometimes be like finding your way through a

maze. Each day we have to make choices and we don’t always know which way to

go. Sometimes we even choose the wrong path, and we have to back up and start

over again.

ASK:

● Tell about a time you made a mistake or did something wrong?

● How did you back up and start over?

https://sermons4kids.com/never-lost-preschool-maze-handout


Jesus knew that life in this world is di�cult. That’s why He prayed for His disciples

when it was time for Him to leave this world. He prayed to God, "While I was with

them, I protected them and kept them safe. No one was lost, but now I am coming

to You and I ask You to protect them and keep them safe."

We, too, have guides to help us make our way through the maze of life�the Bible

and prayer. Life may not be easy, but with God leading the way, we know that we

will never get lost.

PRAY: God, as we search for the path that will lead us safely through this world, we

place our trust in You and ask for Your guidance and protection. In Jesus' name,

amen.

Jesus Prays

You’ll Need:
● “Jesus Prays” video

● Something to play the video

Do This:

Show them the video.

ASK:

● What did you learn from Jesus’ prayer for His disciples?

● What does it mean to you that Jesus prayed for His followers?

● How can you pray for others like Jesus?

https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-prays


Out & in This World Snacks
You’ll Need:
● Vanilla yogurt

● Blue food coloring

● Green food coloring

● 2 large bowls

● Small plastic cups - one per child

● Spoons - one per child

Get Ready: Before class, use blue and green food coloring to dye the vanilla yogurt.

Leave blue and green yogurt in separate containers with their own spoons.

Do This:

Follow these steps to share the “Out and in This World Snack”:

● Give each child a cup and a spoon.

● Invite kids to mix the blue and green yogurt in their cups to make it appear to

resemble earth.

● Enjoy.

ASK:

● What are some hard things we have to deal with in the world?

● How can we pray for our friends when they face those hard things?



SAY: The reason for Jesus’ prayer we are learning about today is because He was

leaving the world. He was praying for His disciples that were staying in the world.

Prayer Box

You’ll Need:
● Jesus Prays for His Disciples How-to Video

● Small boxes - one per child

● Colorful paper

● Scissors

● Pens - one per child

● Markers

● Stickers

● White board or large sheet of paper

Get Ready: On a large sheet of paper, write out some sample one-sentence

prayers kids can pray each day. (A prayer for mom and dad, for other family members,

for a friend, for a teacher, a prayer of gratitude, a prayer for help, etc.). Cut at least 10

colorful paper slips for each child.

Do This:
To make the “Prayer Box,” have kids follow these steps:

● Give each child a box.
● Invite kids to decorate their boxes with stickers and markers. Have them write

“Prayer Box” on the top.

https://sermons4kids.com/how-to-jesus-prays-for-his-disciples


● Give each child five pieces of colorful paper with a prayer on it.
● Instruct kids to place the paper in their boxes.

SAY: Today you have made a prayer box with short prayers you can pray each day.

Take this box home and take out a piece of paper each day and pray that prayer.

This box can be a great tool to help you form a habit of talking to God like Jesus

did.

Complete Supply List:
● “Never Lost” handout - one per child

● Pencils - one per child

● “Jesus Prays” video

● Something to play the video

● Vanilla yogurt

● Green and blue food coloring

● 2 large bowls

● Small plastic cups - one per child

● Spoons - one per child

● Small boxes - one per child

● Colorful paper

● Markers

● Stickers

● White board or large sheet of paper

Back to the top

https://www.walmart.com/ip/Yoplait-Original-Yogurt-Vanilla-Low-Fat-Yogurt-32-oz/10320963
https://www.amazon.com/Amazon-Brand-Happy-Assorted-Coloring/dp/B08CYBKJX4/ref=sr_1_12?dchild=1&keywords=food+coloring&qid=1619654531&sr=8-12
https://www.amazon.com/Custom-Shop-Plastic-Airbrush-Mixing/dp/B071S8ZQ13/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=small+plastic+cups&qid=1619655070&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&smid=A23ADOZFIJNPFB&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyOFRKT0VDM1RDS05HJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTk2MzcwMTNFRE44WDZURDQzVSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzEyNjE2MVlFODZHVVkzQ0I2NSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Settings-Plastic-Cutlery-Disposable-Package/dp/B071F7R2G2/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=plastic+spoons&qid=1619655092&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&smid=A1B40VJ62843EO&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzNzczVE5FWEtVS0xLJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNzc4MDA3MkozN09KN0M2WTRKUSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTk4OTg5VDVOTERVV0xTUEg3JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Moretoes-Treat-Birthday-Shower-inches/dp/B07WN19VKH/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=small+white+boxes+for+favors&qid=1617131762&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Sheets-Origami-Colors-Stationery-Perfect/dp/B07P53JWP6/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=colorful+paper&qid=1619655106&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-Ultraclean-Broad-Washable-Markers/dp/B00IYDM814/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=crayola+markers&qid=1619655135&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Sinceroduct-Assortment-Different-Collection-Grandparent/dp/B07TKJ14CR/ref=sr_1_12?dchild=1&keywords=kids+stickers&qid=1619655222&sr=8-12

